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A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness (Interest age: 11+Reading age: 10+) 
 
Conor has the same dream every night, ever since his mother first fell ill, ever 
since she started the treatments that don't quite seem to be working. But 
tonight is different. Tonight, when he wakes, there's a visitor at his window. 
It’s ancient, elemental, a force of nature. And it wants the most dangerous 
thing of all from Conor. It wants the truth. Patrick Ness takes the final idea of 
the late, award-winning writer Siobhan Dowd and weaves an extraordinary 
and heartbreaking tale of mischief, healing and above all, the courage it takes 
to survive. 
 

 We Are All Made of Molecules by Susin Nielsen (Interest age: 12+ 
Reading age: 12+) 

‘Meet Stewart. He’s geeky, gifted and sees things a bit differently to most 
people. His mum has died and he misses her all the more now he and Dad 
have moved in with Ashley and her mum. 
 
Meet Ashley. She’s popular, cool and sees things very differently to her new 
family. Her dad has come out and moved out – but not far enough. And now 
she has to live with a freakazoid step-brother. 
 
Stewart can’t quite fit in at his new school, and Ashley can’t quite get used to 
her totally awkward home, which is now filled with some rather questionable 
decor. And things are about to get a whole lot more mixed up when these two 
very different people attract the attention of school hunk Jared.’ 
 

 

13 Minutes by Sarah Pinborough (recommended for pupils aged 14-15) 

‘I don't remember how I ended up in the icy water but I do know this - it 
wasn't an accident and I wasn't suicidal. 

They say you should keep your friends close and your enemies closer, but 
when you're a teenage girl, it's hard to tell them apart. My friends love me, I'm 
sure of it. But that doesn't mean they didn't try to kill me. Does it?’ 



 

Boys Don’t Cry by Malorie Blackman (Interest age: 14+ Reading age: 11+) 

‘Dante is waiting for the postman. It's 'A' level results day and he has high 
hopes, but a knock on the door brings an old girlfriend and some news that will 
change his plans for good. 

Written from the point of view of two teenaged brothers: Dante, who is 
looking forward to university and a successful career, unexpectedly finds 
himself faced with the demands of full time single parenthood, and Adam, who 
is happy to be gay and makes no secret of it, but ultimately suffers from the 
intolerance of those around him.’ 

      

 

White Rabbit Red Wolf by Tom Pollock. (UKLA Long list book awards 2019)  

(13+ readers and Young Adults)  

‘Peter Blankman is afraid of everything and must confront unimaginable terror 
when his mother is attacked. Seventeen-year-old Peter Blankman is a maths 
prodigy. He also suffers from severe panic attacks. Afraid of everything, he 
finds solace in the orderly and logical world of mathematics and in the love of 
his family: his scientist mum and his tough twin sister Bel, as well as Ingrid, his 
only friend. However, when his mother is found stabbed before an award 
ceremony and his sister is nowhere to be found, Pete is dragged into a world 
of espionage and violence where state and family secrets intertwine. Armed 
only with his extraordinary analytical skills, Peter may just discover that his 
biggest weakness is his greatest strength.’ 

   Classic Literature  

Tom Pollock  

1984 by George Orwell  

Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, 
Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet he 
inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he lives in, which demands 
absolute obedience and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and 
the watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for 
truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair with a fellow-worker Julia, 
but soon discovers the true price of freedom is betrayal. 

George Orwell's dystopian masterpiece, Nineteen Eighty-Four is perhaps the 
most pervasively influential book of the twentieth century. 

 
 


