
Year 9 Curriculum Intent 2020-21 
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 1 2 1 2 1 2 

Key Concepts 

 

 

Geographical skills and 

fieldwork 

 

Skills 

Locational and place 

knowledge 

Physical geography 

Physical landscapes in 

the UK 

Locational and place 

knowledge 

Physical geography 

Our unequal world 

Locational and place 

knowledge 

Human geography 

Challenges and 

opportunities in the UK 

Locational and place 

knowledge 

Human geography 

Global issues 

Geographical skills and 

fieldwork 

 

Enquiry based project 

Knowledge & 

Understanding 

(National 

Curriculum) 

Build on their knowledge 

of globes, maps and 

atlases and apply and 

develop this knowledge 

routinely in the classroom 

and in the field. 

 

Interpret Ordnance Survey 

maps in the classroom 

and the field, including 

using grid references and 

scale, topographical and 

other thematic mapping, 

and aerial and satellite 

photographs. 

Understand, through the 

use of detailed place-

based exemplars at a 

variety of scales, the key 

processes in physical 

geography relating to 

glaciation, hydrology 

and coasts. 

Understand how human 

and physical processes 

interact to influence, and 

change landscapes, 

environments and the 

climate; and how human 

activity relies on effective 

functioning of natural 

systems 

Understand, through the use of detailed place-based 

exemplars at a variety of scales, the key processes in: 

human geography relating to the use of natural 

resources. 

Understand how human and physical processes interact 

to influence, and change landscapes, environments and 

the climate; and how human activity relies on effective 

functioning of natural systems 

Understand, through the 

use of detailed place-

based exemplars at a 

variety of scales, the key 

processes in human 

geography relating to 

global issues. 

Understand how human 

and physical processes 

interact to influence, and 

change landscapes, 

environments and the 

climate; and how human 

activity relies on effective 

functioning of natural 

systems 

Use Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS) 

to view, analyse and 

interpret places and data. 

 

Use fieldwork in 

contrasting locations to 

collect, analyse and draw 

conclusions from 

geographical data, using 

multiple sources of 

increasingly complex 

information. 

Assessment 

 

 

 

End of unit exam in lessons 

– teacher assessed 

End of unit exam in lessons 

– teacher assessed 

End of unit exam in lessons 

– teacher assessed 

End of unit exam in lessons 

– teacher assessed 

End of unit exam in lessons 

– teacher assessed 

Project will be teacher 

assessed 

Why this?  

Why now? 

 

Students need to be 

competent in the 

geographical skills 

needed to: collect, analyse 

and communicate with a 

range of data gathered 

through experiences of 

fieldwork that deepen 

their understanding of 

geographical processes; 

interpret a range of 

sources of geographical 

This unit builds on the 

foundations that have 

been introduced at KS2 in 

terms of landscapes using 

maps concentrating on 

environmental regions 

and key physical 

characteristics. It connects 

learning of physical 

environments to the 

influences these have on 

human choices and 

This unit builds on the foundations that have been 

introduced at KS2 in terms of inequality. Recognising 

the connection between population and urbanisation 

and the influences this has on economic industries. It 

connects learning of physical environments to the 

influences these have on human choices and economic 

industries. It provides a concrete base for the other 

units in KS3 which allows pupils to study other key 

world locations in more detail. It also provides a 

foundation for the KS4 paper 2 topics. 

This unit builds on the 

foundations that have 

been introduced at KS2 in 

terms of global issues. It 

connects learning of 

physical environments to 

the influences these have 

on human choices and 

economic industries. It 

provides a concrete base 

for the other units in KS3 

which allows pupils to 

Students need to be 

competent in the 

geographical skills 

needed to: collect, analyse 

and communicate with a 

range of data gathered 

through experiences of 

fieldwork that deepen 

their understanding of 

geographical processes; 

interpret a range of 

sources of geographical 



information, including 

maps, diagrams, globes, 

aerial photographs and 

Geographical Information 

Systems (GIS); 

communicate 

geographical information 

in a variety of ways, 

including through maps, 

numerical and 

quantitative skills and 

writing at length. 

This unit build on the 

foundations that have 

been introduced in Y7 and 

8. 

It provides a foundation 

for the KS4 exam Paper 3 

which focusses on 

Geographical applications.  

economic industries. It 

provides a concrete base 

for the other units in KS3 

which allows pupils to 

study other key world 

locations in more detail. It 

also provides a 

foundation for the KS4 

paper 1 topics. 

study other key world 

locations in more detail. It 

also provides a 

foundation for the KS4 

paper 2 topics. 

information, including 

maps, diagrams, globes, 

aerial photographs and 

Geographical Information 

Systems (GIS); 

communicate 

geographical information 

in a variety of ways, 

including through maps, 

numerical and 

quantitative skills and 

writing at length. 

This unit build on the 

foundations that have 

been introduced in Y7 and 

8. 

It provides a foundation 

for the KS4 exam Paper 3 

which focusses on 

Geographical applications. 

Skills & 

Characteristics 

 

Resilience – aiming high, 

staying positive, learning 

from mistakes. 

Collaboration – 

communication. 

Creativity – problem 

solving. 

Resilience – aiming high, 

learning from mistakes. 

Collaboration – teamwork, 

communication. 

Creativity – problem 

solving, independent 

study. 

Resilience – aiming high, 

staying positive, learning 

from mistakes. 

Collaboration – 

leadership, 

communication. 

Creativity – problem 

solving, independent 

study. 

Resilience – aiming high, 

learning from mistakes. 

Collaboration – teamwork, 

communication. 

Creativity – problem 

solving, independent 

study. 

Resilience – aiming high, 

learning from mistakes. 

Collaboration – teamwork, 

communication. 

Creativity – problem 

solving, independent 

study. 

Resilience – aiming high, 

staying positive, learning 

from mistakes. 

Collaboration – teamwork, 

leadership, 

communication. 

Creativity – originally, 

problem solving, 

independent study. 

Aspirations & 

Careers 

 

All geographical skills are useful in life and in the workplace. Geography is a facilitating subject. The skills acquired through the study of geography including map, graph 

and statistical skills as well as extended writing skills will be used in future life and in future careers. Furthermore, as geography is the study of the world both physical and 

human, aspiration and careers can be and is referred to in almost every lesson.  

 


