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21st December 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Our plans for a staggered return to school in January 2021 
 
You may have seen in the news that the government has announced a staggered return for pupils at 
the start of next term.  
 
Week commencing Tuesday 5th January 2021 
 

• Exam-year pupils Year 11 and Year 13 pupils, vulnerable pupils and the children of critical 
workers will attend school in person  

• Vulnerable pupils and critical workers (there’s a reminder of who counts as a vulnerable child 
or a critical worker on our website – if you are unsure please contact Mrs Mellefont, Assistant 
Principal at info@southmoormat.co.uk) 

• All other pupils MUST remain at home during this week 

• We’ll offer full-time remote education to all other pupils during this week. This will be as close 
as possible to the education they would receive if they were in school. Pupils will be able to 
access this through our remote learning section on our school website.   

• We have recently sent out a personalised reminder letter of all google classroom codes, 
usernames and passwords that your child will require to access remote learning 

• Any vocational exams will go ahead as planned 
 
Week commencing Monday 11th January 2021 
 
We’ll welcome all pupils back to school for face-to-face education on the week commencing 11th 
January 2021. 
 
This is to give us time to establish a COVID-19 testing system within the school.  Here’s what we know 
so far about the rapid testing programme recently announced by the government:  
 

• Pupils who are identified as a close contact of someone who’s tested positive will be eligible 

• All staff will be eligible 

• While testing will be optional, we strongly encourage staff and pupils to take part  

• We won’t ask your child to participate in testing without their consent (or yours, as appropriate)  

• Those pupils returning to school first will be offered testing first  

• If someone tests negative, they’ll still need to follow our social distancing and hygiene 
measures 

• If someone tests positive, we’ll ask them to self-isolate in line with government guidance  
 
As soon as the government publishes more information on the testing programme, we’ll let you know 
via the MyEd app and our school website. 
 
 
 



Thank you so much for your continued support as we respond to this evolving situation.  
 
We look forward to welcoming your child back to school next term in line with the dates above.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Miss T Garner 
Acting Headteacher 

 


