In the wake of George Floyd’s death, the Black Lives Matter movement has taken centre-stage on social media, as I’m sure everyone knows and has seen. In response to the surge of activity and publicity that the campaign is seeing, I put together an ever-growing list of petitions and donation sites regarding the movement (and some alternative though linked petitions too). It is increasingly important to recognise white privilege and to use it for the greater good - and signing petitions is a quick, simple, and sure-fire way of doing so. In particular, signing Parliament petitions to make “the UK education curriculum more inclusive of BAME history” and to “Teach Britain's colonial past as part of the UK's compulsory curriculum” felt particularly important to get on board with. By increasing the inclusivity of our education system, through History, Art, English, and every other taught subject to some extent, I have no doubt that British society would eventually become more inclusive overall. It is often said that Britain “is not racist” but through its exclusion of Black history (as well as Asian and minority ethnic histories), the education system acts as a perfect example of how the aforementioned claim is untrue: it explicitly exhibits British racism and its perpetuation of it. By signing those petitions (which will be linked below), you would be doing your bit to aid Black lives and to ultimately make Britain a ‘less racist’ place. 
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In addition, it is especially important to be inclusive in your activism (yes - signing petitions is a form of activism, though ideally it should not stop there). Therefore, signing petitions and donating to funds which are designed to help ALL Black lives is crucial. For example, Justice for Tony McDade addresses the fact that an unarmed Black, trans man was murdered by police and Justice for Breonna Taylor, addresses the murder of an unarmed Black woman while she was sleeping. I want to stress that by advocating for justice for LGBTQ+ Black people, and for Black women, I am not diminishing the fact that murdered straight Black men also need justice. It is important to actively push for justice for ALL Black people, not only those who you can more easily “relate” to. For example, both Breonna Taylor’s and Tony McDade’s deaths happened two months prior to the murder of George Floyd’s and are yet to gain the amount of publicity as his rightfully gained. 

Some final points:
1. ALL lives don’t matter until Black lives do. 
2. Try to recognise your privilege - I am aware that the majority of people reading this will be white - and use it to other people’s advantage.
3. Allow all Black voices to be heard and enhance them as much as you can. 
4. Simply being an “ally” is not enough - we must actively support and spur on the movement rather than sitting comfortably on the sidelines. This is a movement of the people, for the people. 

Petitions/Donate Pages:
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/323961 - Making the UK education curriculum more inclusive of BAME history
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/324092 - Teach Britain's colonial past as part of the UK's compulsory curriculum
http://chng.it/XD4HbbYvBj - Justice for Breonna Taylor
http://chng.it/hMyZdvT47p - Justice for Tony McDade

https://blacklivesmatter.carrd.co - Frequently updated, official website for petitions, donation sites etc.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NAUgCZq176k0JO414Y4cHz1Qib5ZDDbNnEDiUbocf-o/edit?usp=sharing - List of Petitions/Donation Sites

https://gf.me/u/x6ip22 - UKBLM FUND
https://www.reclaimtheblock.org/donate - Reclaim the Block (US)

