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What Are the Most Important Global

Issues?

Climate Change: Global warming and its effects on
weather patterns, ecosystems, and human societies.
Resource Depletion: Overuse of natural resources like
water, fossil fuels, and minerals.

Pollution: Air, water, and plastic pollution affecting
human health and the environment.

Inequality: The disparity in wealth, education, and
health between different countries and populations.
Conflict: Political instability and conflicts over
resources, land, and power.

What Are Earth’s Natural Resources?

Renewable Resources: Resources that can be
replenished naturally, such as solar energy, wind, and
biomass.

Non-Renewable Resources: Resources that cannot be
replaced on a human timescale, such as fossil fuels
(coal, oil, gas) and minerals.

Water: An essential natural resource that is necessary
for life and many industries.

Forests: Provide oxygen, support biodiversity, and are
important for climate regulation.

What Is Climate Change and the Enhanced

Greenhouse Effect?

Climate Change: A long-term shift in temperature and
weather patterns, primarily caused by human activity,
such as burning fossil fuels and deforestation.
Greenhouse Effect: The natural process by which
greenhouse gases (e.g. carbon dioxide, methane) trap
heat in the Earth’s atmosphere, keeping the planet
warm.

Enhanced Greenhouse Effect: The increased
concentration of greenhouse gases due to human
activities, which leads to global warming and more
extreme weather events.

What Are the Effects of Climate Change?

Rising Sea Levels: Melting ice caps and glaciers, and
thermal expansion, are causing sea levels to rise,
threatening coastal areas.

Extreme Weather: Increased frequency and intensity of
hurricanes, floods, heatwaves, and droughts.
Ecosystem Disruption: Climate change is affecting
biodiversity, causing species to migrate or go extinct.
Agriculture: Changing weather patterns can disrupt
food production, especially in tropical and subtropical
regions.

Can We Prevent Climate Change from
Happening?

Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Transitioning to
renewable energy sources, improving energy efficiency,
and reducing deforestation.

International Agreements: Agreements like the Paris
Agreement aim to limit global temperature rise and
reduce emissions.

Lifestyle Changes: Reducing consumption, using public
transport, and adopting more sustainable practices in
daily life.

Technological Innovation: Developing carbon capture
and storage technologies and improving clean energy
technologies.

What Is Happening in the Arctic?

Melting Ice: The Arctic is warming faster than other
regions, leading to melting sea ice and glaciers.

Impact on Wildlife: Polar bears, seals, and other species
are threatened by loss of habitat due to melting ice.
Rising Sea Levels: Melting ice contributes to global sea
level rise.

Geopolitical Tensions: The Arctic’s resources, including
oil and gas, are becoming more accessible, leading to
territorial disputes.



How Do We Adapt to a New World?

Building Resilience: Developing infrastructure that can
withstand extreme weather events, such as flood
defences and resilient buildings.

Water Management: Adapting to water scarcity
through better management, recycling, and
conservation efforts.

Sustainable Agriculture: Using climate resilient crops
and innovative farming techniques to adapt to changing
weather patterns.

Disaster Preparedness: Improving early warning
systems and emergency response to mitigate the
effects of natural disasters.

What Is Happening in the Maldives?

Rising Sea Levels: The Maldives, a small island nation, is
at risk of being submerged due to rising sea levels
caused by climate change.

Coral Bleaching: Rising ocean temperatures are causing
coral reefs to bleach, threatening marine biodiversity.
Environmental Refugees: Many residents may need to
relocate due to the loss of land and resources.
International Advocacy: The Maldives has become a
vocal advocate for climate action at the global level.

Is There Enough Food for Everybody?
Global Hunger: While there is enough food produced
globally, hunger persists due to poverty, inequality, and
food distribution issues.

Food Waste: Around one third of global food
production is wasted each year, which could feed
billions.

Food Security: Climate change, conflict, and economic
instability threaten food security in many parts of the
world.

Sustainable Agriculture: Increasing food production
through sustainable farming methods is essential to
feed a growing global population.

What Is the Development Gap?
o The development gap refers to the disparity in
income, education, and healthcare between the
world's wealthiest and poorest countries.

Causes: Historical factors (e.g. colonialism), political
instability, unequal distribution of resources, and lack of
access to education and technology.

Impact: The development gap results in inequality,
poverty, and lack of opportunities for millions of people.

How Effective Are Strategies at Reducing
the Gap?

International Aid: Aid from wealthier countries can help
reduce poverty and provide basic needs like food,
water, and healthcare.

Microfinance: Providing small loans to entrepreneurs in
developing countries can help reduce poverty by
promoting economic growth.

Education and Technology: Increasing access to
education and technology can provide long-term
solutions for reducing inequality.

Challenges: Corruption, political instability, and poor
governance can hinder the effectiveness of these
strategies.

How Is Plastic Pollution Endangering
Species?

Ingestion: Marine animals, such as sea turtles and fish,
mistake plastic for food, leading to injury or death.
Habitat Disruption: Plastic waste can damage
ecosystems, particularly in oceans, rivers, and beaches.
Microplastics: Small plastic particles are entering the
food chain, posing health risks to both wildlife and
humans.

Global Awareness: Campaigns to reduce plastic usage
and improve waste management are crucial for tackling
this issue.

Is There Enough Water for Everybody?
Water Scarcity: Around 1 in 3 people worldwide face
water scarcity, with regions like sub-Saharan Africa and
parts of Asia and the Middle East particularly affected.
Pollution: Pollution from agriculture, industry, and
domestic waste is contaminating freshwater sources.
Climate Change: Changing weather patterns, droughts,
and floods are affecting water availability.

Water Management: Efficient water management,
conservation, and improved infrastructure are essential
to ensure equitable access to water.



Key Terms

Climate Change: Long-term changes in temperature and
weather patterns caused by human activity and natural
processes.

Greenhouse Effect: The process by which greenhouse
gases trap heat in the Earth's atmosphere, keeping the
planet warm.

Development Gap: The disparity in income, education,
and healthcare between the wealthiest and poorest
countries.

Plastic Pollution: The accumulation of plastic waste in
the environment, causing harm to wildlife and
ecosystems.

Water Scarcity: The lack of sufficient available water
resources to meet the demands of the population.

Revision Questions

Sustainable Agriculture: Farming methods that are
environmentally friendly, economically viable, and
socially responsible.

Food Security: Having access to enough food for an
active and healthy life.

Microfinance: Providing small loans to individuals in
developing countries to promote entrepreneurship and
reduce poverty.

Adaptation: Adjusting to the changing climate through
technology, behaviour, and infrastructure
improvements.

Renewable Energy: Energy sources that are naturally
replenished, such as wind, solar, and hydroelectric
power.

1) What are the most important global issues, and why are they a concern for the future?

2) What are Earth’s natural resources, and why are they important for human survival?

3) What is climate change, and how does the enhanced greenhouse effect contribute to global warming?
4) What are the effects of climate change on ecosystems and human societies?

5) Can we prevent climate change from happening, and what actions are needed?

6) What is happening in the Arctic, and why is it important in the context of global climate change?

7) How can we adapt to a new world shaped by climate change and resource depletion?

8) What is happening in the Maldives, and how is climate change affecting this small island nation?

9) Isthere enough food for everybody, and what challenges are faced in ensuring food security?

10) What is the development gap, and what are the causes of inequality between countries?

11) How effective are strategies at reducing the development gap, and what challenges exist?

12) How is plastic pollution endangering species, and what can be done to reduce plastic waste?

13) Is there enough water for everybody, and how can water scarcity be addressed globally?
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