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The Harder They Fall 
Written by Bali Rai 
At school Cal has to cope with a range of bullies and chancers on a daily basis. When Cal's mum decides to 'rebalance' the family with a stint as volunteers at a local foodbank, Cal inadvertently discovers the new kid Jacob's secret; his family rely on foodbanks. And everything changes... 

Keywords: 
Foodbank; Bullying 
Trigger Warnings: 
Mental Health 
Age Recommendation: 12+ 
Book Length: Quick Read / 120pg 
 

When Stars are Scattered 
Written by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed 
A heart-wrenching true story about life in a Kenyan refugee camp that will restore your hope. Omar and his brother Hassan, have spent a long time in the Dadaab refugee camp. The hunger is constant . . . but there's football to look forward to, and now there's a chance Omar will get to go to school. This book highlights the social injustices facing refugees just like Oliver Twist shed a light on the British Poor Laws. 

Keywords:  Refugee; Hunger; Kenya; Somalia; Comic 
Trigger Warnings: Civil War; Grief 
Age Recommendation: 10+ 
Book Length: Quick Read / 264pg 
 

The Breadwinner 
Written by Deborah Ellis 
11yr old Parvana lives with her family in one room of a bombed-out apartment building in Afghanistan. Her father works reading letters for people who cannot read or write. One day, he is arrested and the family is left without someone who can earn money or even shop for food. Forbidden to earn money as a girl, Parvana must transform herself into a boy, and become the breadwinner, learning to survive just like Oliver. 

Keywords:  Poverty; Feminism; Hunger; Comic 
Trigger Warnings: Poverty 
Age Recommendation: 12+ 
Book Length: Quick Read / 80pg 


You Wouldn't Want to Be a Victorian Schoolchild 
Written by John Malam 
 
Growing up in Britain in the 1880s wasn't easy. For a young child in school the going is tough and the punishments are hard. Readers will follow the experiences of Victorian schoolchildren and will learn some top tips on survival at school. Suddenly modern-day school won't seem quite so bad.... 
 
Keywords: Victorians; School; True Story 
Trigger Warnings: 
Age Recommendation: 10+ 
Book Length: Quick Read / 40pg 
 
 
Emil and the Detectives 
Written by Erich Kastner 
Emil's money is robbed on his train journey, money given to him by his hard-working mother. So, Emil and a gang of boys about his own age come to his help, and a thrilling adventure full of surprises ensues as they use their wits to devise a wonderfully simple but practical trick to capture the thief.... does it remind you of Oliver and the Artful Dodger? 

Keywords: Gangs; Detective; Second World War 
Trigger Warnings: Poverty 
Age Recommendation: 10+ 
Book Length: Quick Read /192pg 


Orbiting Jupiter 
Written by Gary D Schmidt 
A heartbreaking story, narrated by twelve-year-old Jack, whose family is caring for fourteen-year-old Joseph. Joseph is misunderstood. He was incarcerated for trying to kill a teacher. Or so the rumours say. What's more, Joseph has a daughter he's never seen. The two boys go on a journey to help Joseph find his baby - no matter the cost. 

Keywords: Incarceration; Mystery; Foster Care; Friendship 
Trigger Warnings: Imprisonment 
Age Recommendation: 12+ 
Book Length: Accessible Read / 192pg 

The Night Diary 
Written by Veera Hiranandani 
Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she belongs, or what her country is anymore. When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay in Pakistan, Nisha and her family become refugees and embark by train and foot to reach their new home. A heartfelt story of one girl's search for her own identity and for hope, just like Oliver. 

Keywords: Pakistan; India; Partition; Hinduism; Islam; Refugee 
Trigger Warnings: Racism 
Age Recommendation: 12+ 
Book Length: Accessible Read / 288pg 


Solo 
Written by Kwame Alexander 
A contemporary hero's journey that shares so many themes with Oliver Twist. Blade never asked for a life of the rich and famous. In fact, he'd give anything not to be the son of a rock star and drug addict. But when a long-held family secret comes to light it could bring the freedom and love he's been searching for, or leave him feeling even more alone. 

Keywords: Music; Ghana; Verse; Africa 
Trigger Warnings: Substance Abuse; Grief 
Age Recommendation: 13+ 
Book Length: Accessible Read / 464pg 

Street Child 
Written by Berlie Doherty 
The unforgettable tale of an orphan in Victorian London, based on the boy whose plight inspired Dr Barnardo to found his famous children's homes. When his mother dies, Jim Jarvis is left all alone in London. He is sent to the workhouse but quickly escapes, choosing a hard life on the streets of the city over the difficulties of the workhouse. 

Keywords: Victorians; Poverty; Workhouses; Barnardos; True Story 
Trigger Warnings: Hunger 
Age Recommendation: 10+ 
Book Length: Accessible Read / 208pg 

Dodger 
Written by Terry Pratchett 
Dodger is a sewer scavenger living in the squalor of Dickensian London. Everyone who is nobody knows Dodger. Anyone who is anybody doesn't. But when he rescues a young girl from a beating, suddenly everybody wants to know him. And Dodger's tale of skulduggery, dark plans and even darker deeds begins . . . 

Keywords:  Victorians; Mystery; Poverty 
Trigger Warnings: Violence; Poverty 
Age Recommendation: 12+ 
Book Length: Champion Read / 416pg 


The Star Outside My Window 
Written by Onjali Q Rauf 
Following the disappearance of her mum, 10-year-old Aniyah suddenly finds herself living in foster care. With her life in disarray, she knows just one thing for sure: her mum isn't gone for ever. Because people with the brightest hearts never truly leave. They become stars. Drawing on themes of resilience and belonging that are central to Oliver's journey. 

Keywords: Foster Care; Grief; Astronomy 
Trigger Warnings: Domestic Abuse 
Age Recommendation: 12+ 
Book Length: Champion Read / 336pg 


The School for Good and Evil 
Written by Soman Chainani 
Every two years children are kidnapped and are rumoured to turn up at a school where you become a fairytale hero or villain. This book plays on ideas of morality and criminality just like Oliver Twist. And, when Sophie and Agatha's futures are reversed will they learn who they really are? 

Keywords: Fantasy; Mystery; Netflix 
Trigger Warnings: Kidnapping 
Age Recommendation: 10+ 
Book Length: Champion Read / 498pg 
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