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What is the Physical Geography of South

America?

Mountains: The Andes, the longest mountain range in
the world, run along the western edge of South
America.

Rainforests: The Amazon Rainforest, the largest tropical
rainforest in the world, is located primarily in Brazil.
Deserts: The Atacama Desert in Chile is the driest desert
in the world.

Rivers: The Amazon River, the secondlongest river in
the world, flows through Brazil and Peru.

Plains: The Pampas in Argentina are vast, fertile
grasslands important for agriculture.

What is the Amazon Rainforest Like?

Location: The Amazon Rainforest is located primarily in
Brazil, with parts in Peru, Colombia, and other
countries.

Biodiversity: The rainforest is home to around 10% of
the world’s species, including unique animals and
plants.

Climate: The rainforest has a tropical climate, with high
humidity and rainfall throughout the year.

Importance: The Amazon plays a crucial role in
regulating the global climate and producing oxygen.

What is the Atacama Desert Like?

Location: The Atacama Desert stretches along the
northern coast of Chile.

Climate: The desert is one of the driest places on Earth,
with very little rainfall and extreme temperatures.
Flora and Fauna: Despite its dryness, the desert has a
range of plant and animal species adapted to harsh
conditions.

Salt Flats: The Salar de Atacama is one of the largest
salt flats in the world.

How Do Plants and Animals Vary Across

South America?

Amazon Rainforest: High levels of biodiversity, with
many species of tropical plants, birds, and mammals.
Andes Mountains: Home to species adapted to high
altitudes, such as the Andean condor and vicufia.
Atacama Desert: Limited plant and animal life due to
the extreme dry conditions, but adaptations such as
cacti and camels.

Pampas: Grasslands that support large herbivores like
cattle and horses, as well as predators like jaguars.

Does South America Experience Tectonic

Hazards?

Earthquakes: South America, particularly Chile,
experiences frequent earthquakes due to the tectonic
boundary between the South American Plate and the
Nazca Plate.

Volcanoes: The Andes mountain range is home to many
active volcanoes, including Mount Parinacota in Chile
and Mount Cotopaxi in Ecuador.

Tsunamis: Coastal regions, particularly in Chile, are at
risk from tsunamis triggered by underwater
earthquakes.

What is the Human Geography of South

America Like?

Population: South America has over 430 million people,
with the majority living in urban areas.

Languages: Spanish is the most widely spoken language,
with Portuguese spoken in Brazil.

Cultural Diversity: South America is home to a wide
range of cultures and indigenous groups, with
influences from Europe, Africa, and indigenous peoples.
Economy: South America has a mixed economy, with
major industries including agriculture, mining, and
manufacturing.



Where Do All of the People in South

America Live?

Urbanisation: The majority of South Americans live in
cities, with Brazil, Argentina, and Colombia having large
urban populations.

Major Cities: S3o Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires,
and Lima are major urban centres.

Rural Areas: Many indigenous groups and rural
communities live in areas like the Amazon Basin, the
Andes, and the Pampas.

How is Brazil Changing?

Economic Growth: Brazil is one of the fastestgrowing
economies in the region, with a booming agricultural,
mining, and energy sector.

Urbanisation: Rapid urbanisation has led to the growth
of megacities like Sdo Paulo and Rio de Janeiro.
Deforestation: Brazil faces significant challenges with
deforestation in the Amazon, affecting biodiversity and
climate change.

What is Life Like in the Favelas of Rio?
Overcrowding: Favelas are informal settlements with
high population densities, where housing is often
inadequate.

Poverty: Many residents live in poverty, with limited
access to basic services like healthcare, education, and
clean water.

Community Life: Despite challenges, favelas often have
strong community networks, and residents take pride in
their cultural identity.

Why Does Paraguay Have a Navy?
Landlocked Country: Paraguay is landlocked but
maintains a navy to protect its access to the Paraguay
and Parand Rivers.

River Access: These rivers are vital for trade and
transport, making the navy essential for defending
Paraguay's waterways.

Why Do Humans Cut Down Tropical
Rainforests?

Agriculture: Land is cleared for farming, including crops
like soybeans, palm oil, and cattle ranching.

Logging: Trees are cut down for timber and paper
production.

Urban Expansion: Deforestation also occurs to make
way for roads, infrastructure, and housing
developments.

Can Tropical Rainforests Be Used

Sustainably?

Sustainable Farming: Agroforestry and techniques like
crop rotation can help reduce deforestation and
maintain biodiversity.

Selective Logging: Only certain trees are harvested,
allowing the forest to regenerate.

Ecotourism: Promoting tourism that respects the
environment can provide a sustainable income without
damaging the rainforest.

Can Brazil’s Cities Develop Sustainably?
Urban Planning: Sustainable urban planning, including
green spaces, waste management, and public transport,
is essential for Brazil’s growing cities.

Renewable Energy: Brazil already produces a significant
amount of its energy from renewable sources like
hydroelectric power.

Challenges: Rapid urbanisation, inequality, and
deforestation remain significant obstacles to
sustainability.

What Are the Impacts of Climate Change in

South America?

Melting Glaciers: The Andes glaciers are melting due to
rising temperatures, threatening water supplies for
millions of people.

Droughts: Some areas, especially in the west of the
continent, are experiencing more frequent and severe
droughts.

Flooding: Increased rainfall and storms, particularly in
the Amazon, are leading to more frequent floods.
Biodiversity Loss: Climate change threatens the unique
ecosystems of the Amazon Rainforest and other
regions, endangering species.

Key Terms
Urbanisation: The process of people moving from rural
areas to cities, leading to the growth of urban areas.



Favela: An informal settlement, often in urban areas,
characterised by poor living conditions and
overcrowding.

Deforestation: The clearing or thinning of forests, often
for agricultural or industrial purposes.

Sustainability: The ability to meet present needs
without compromising the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs.

Revision Questions

Agroforestry: The practice of integrating trees and
crops on the same land to maintain environmental
balance.

Tectonic Hazards: Natural disasters caused by the
movement of tectonic plates, such as earthquakes and
volcanic eruptions.

Biodiversity: The variety of plant and animal life in a
particular habitat or the world as a whole.

1) What are the key physical features of South America, and how do they influence life on the continent?

2) Describe the Amazon Rainforest and explain its importance to the environment.

3) What is the Atacama Desert like, and how has it adapted to its harsh conditions?

4) How do plant and animal species vary across South America?

5) Which South American countries are most affected by tectonic hazards?

6) What is the human geography of South America like, including population distribution and language?

7) Where do most people in South America live, and why?

8) How is Brazil changing, and what are the challenges it faces in terms of urbanisation and deforestation?

9) What is life like in the favelas of Rio, and what social and economic challenges do people face?

10) Why does Paraguay have a navy, despite being a landlocked country?

11) Why do humans cut down tropical rainforests, and what are the consequences?

12) Can tropical rainforests be used sustainably? How?

13) What are the challenges and solutions for sustainable development in Brazil’s cities?

14) What are the impacts of climate change in South America, and how is it affecting the environment and people?
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